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A trader on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange on Monday. The S.&P’s 4.1 percent drop was the worst since August 2011. 


A RUSH TO TRACK 
DIGITAL VILLAINY 


Crimes Unseen as Police 


Use Outdated Tools 


By AL BAKER 


Utah’s chief law enforcement 
officer was deep in the fight 
against opioids when he realized 
that a lack of data on internet sales 
of fentanyl was hindering investi- 
gations. So the officer, Keith D. 
Squires, the state’s public safety 
commissioner, created a team of 
analysts to track and chronicle on- 
line distribution patterns of the 
drug. 

In Philadelphia, hidebound 
ways of confronting iPhone thefts 
let thrive illicit networks to dis- 
tribute stolen cellphones. Detec- 
tives treated each robbery as an 
unrelated street crime — known 
as “apple picking” — rather thana 
vast scheme with connected chan- 
nels used by thieves to sell the 
stolen phones. 

And in Nashville, investigators 
had no meaningful statistics on a 
nasty new swindle of the digital 
age: the “cheating husband” 
email scheme. In it, anonymous 
extortionists mass-email large 
numbers of men, threatening to 
unmask their infidelities. The ex- 
tortionists have no idea if the men 
have done anything wrong, but 
enough of them are guilty, it turns 
out, that some pay up, sometimes 
with Bitcoin. 

Each case demonstrates how 
the tools used to fight crime and 
measure crime trends in the 
United States are outdated. Even 
as certain kinds of crimes are de- 
clining, others are increasing — 
yet because so many occur online 
and have no geographic borders, 
local police departments face new 
challenges not only fighting them, 
but also keeping track of them. Po- 
liticians often promote crime de- 
clines without acknowledging the 
rise of new cybercrimes. 

Detectives only learned of the 
“cheating husband” scheme from 
faithful spouses who were not vic- 
tims. The crime did not fit into any 
existing category, and since the 
police had made no arrests, they 
had no statistics to feed to a na- 
tional crime database in Washing- 
ton that can prepare other juris- 
dictions for the scheme. 

“Suspects take advantage, 
knowing that ‘Hey, I’m basically 
committing crimes blindly, with- 
out the fear of prosecution,” said 
Capt. Jason M. Reinbold, com- 
mander of the Metropolitan Nash- 


Continued on Page A15 


Lawyers Tell Trump to Refuse Mueller Interview 


By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — Lawyers for 
President Trump have advised 
him against sitting down for a 
wide-ranging interview with the 
special counsel, Robert S. Mueller 
III, according to four people 
briefed on the matter, raising the 
specter of a monthslong court bat- 
tle over whether the president 
must answer questions under 
oath. 

His lawyers are concerned that 
the president, who has a history of 
making false statements and con- 
tradicting himself, could be 
charged with lying to investiga- 
tors. Their stance puts them at 
odds with Mr. Trump, who has 
said publicly and privately that he 


Rebuff Could Prompt 
a Long Court Battle 


is eager to speak with Mr. Mueller 
as part of the investigation into 
possible ties between his associ- 
ates and Russia’s election interfer- 
ence, and whether he obstructed 
justice. 

Mr. Trump’s decision about 
whether to speak to prosecutors, 
expected in the coming weeks, 
will shape one of the most conse- 
quential moments of the investi- 
gation. Refusing to sit for an inter- 
view opens the possibility that Mr. 
Mueller will subpoena the presi- 
dent to testify before a grand jury, 
setting up a court fight that would 


drastically escalate the investiga- 
tion and could be decided by the 
Supreme Court. 

Rejecting an interview with Mr. 
Mueller also carries political con- 
sequences. It would be certain to 
prompt accusations that the presi- 
dent is hiding something, and a 
court fight could prolong the spe- 
cial counsel inquiry, casting a 
shadow over Republicans as 
November’s midterm elections 
approach or beyond into the presi- 
dent’s re-election campaign. 

But John Dowd, the longtime 
Washington defense lawyer hired 
last summer to represent Mr. 
Trump in the investigation, wants 
to rebuff an interview request, as 
do Mr. Dowd’s deputy, Jay Seku- 
low, and many West Wing advis- 


Continued on Page A12 


The German Far Right’s Appeal to Labor 


Guido Reil, a coal miner and union member, joined the anti-immigrant AfD party. Page A9. 
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Lawyer in Terror Trial Is Seen as Unfit. He Agrees. 


By DAVE PHILIPPS 


GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba — 
For years, an expert legal team 
defended one of the most high- 
profile accused terrorists in a 
death penalty case at the military 
tribunals here. But a courtroom 
dispute involving classified 
snooping prompted nearly all of 
the team to abruptly quit this fall, 
leaving only a 39-year-old former 
SEAL turned lawyer with just six 


years’ experience, and none with 
a capital case. 

By many assessments, includ- 
ing his own, the lawyer, Navy Lt. 
Alaric Piette, is completely un- 
qualified to represent Abd al- 
Rahim al-Nashiri, a Saudi man ac- 
cused of orchestrating the bomb- 
ing of the American destroyer 
Cole in 2000. Though he was 
trained to hunt down the most 
dangerous terrorists in the world, 
nothing prepared him to defend 
someone accused of carrying out 


terrorist acts. 

“On another day, I could have 
easily taken my client out. I know 
it seems like a contradiction,’ 
Lieutenant Piette said as he stood 
in the tropical glare outside the 
dust-colored court building here, 
which is ringed by razor wire and 
sniper netting. “But in a lot of 
ways being a SEAL and being a 
defense attorney — you're doing 
the same thing. You’re defending 
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Further Broad Declines 
Agitate Global Markets 


And Unnerve Investors 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


A Run With the Bulls 
Has Its Perils 


By PETER BAKER 
and BINYAMIN APPELBAUM 


WASHINGTON — As Presi- 
dent Trump boasted about the 
economy during a speech on 
Monday, he left out one of his 
favorite lines. Nowhere did he 
mention the skyrocketing stock 
market. 

Viewers at home understood 
why. In the corner of their televi- 
sion screens, a graphic showed 
the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age seemingly in free fall — 
down 500 points, down 600, down 
800, down 1,000. 

By the time a bullish Mr. 
Trump was done speaking in 
Blue Ash, Ohio, the bearish mar- 
ket had plunged by nearly 1,600 
points before recovering some- 
what to close 1,175 points down. 

No president in modern times 
has connected his political for- 
tunes to the stock market as 
much as Mr. Trump, who relent- 
lessly cited its meteoric rise as a 
sign of his success at restoring 
confidence in the American 
economy. But the drastic sell-off 
on Friday and Monday demon- 
strated why most presidents 
scrupulously avoid talking about 
short-term gyrations in share 
prices: If you live by the Dow, 
you may die by the Dow. 

Barely a week went by last 
year when Mr. Trump did not 
crow about the rising market, 
making it a major talking point 
for his case to the country that 
he had made a difference. He 
took credit for the market at 
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Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index 
Over the last year ... 


Dow and S.&P. Lose 
Over 4% as Fears 
of Inflation Rise 


By MATT PHILLIPS 

Since the global financial crisis 
a decade ago, a few simple guide- 
lines have helped investors make 
sense of the markets. 

Global growth and inflation will 
be perpetually weak. Central 
banks will help by keeping inter- 
est rates low. And stocks will al- 
most invariably rise. 

The rule book is now changing, 
a shift that is sending tremors 
through the financial markets. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500-stock 
index fell by more than 4 percent 
on Monday, deepening its losses 
from the previous week and eras- 
ing its gains for the year. The Dow 
Jones industrial average sank by 
4.6 percent. Bond yields, the basis 
for key borrowing costs such as 
mortgage rates, have risen fast in 
recent weeks. 

In trading in Asia on Tuesday 
morning, markets signaled an- 
other tough day. Major stock mar- 
kets in the region plunged after 
the drop in the United States on 
Monday, suggesting the pain 
could continue. In Japan, stocks 
were down more than 5 percent in 
morning trading, while shares in 
Hong Kong were down as much as 
5 percent. 

Those sharp moves come as in- 
vestors digest the growth 
prospects for the world — and re- 
balance their views on the relative 
merits of stashing their cash in 
risky assets like stocks, safer 
spots such as government bonds 
and the myriad investment oppor- 
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Rebuttal Memo by Democrats 
Faces Its Next Hurdle: Trump 


By NICHOLAS FANDOS 


WASHINGTON — The House 
Intelligence Committee voted 
unanimously on Monday to make 
public a classified Democratic 
memorandum rebutting Republi- 
can claims that the FB.I. and the 
Justice Department had abused 
their powers to wiretap a former 
Trump campaign official, setting 
up a possible clash with President 
Trump. 

The vote gives Mr. Trump five 
days to review the Democratic 
memo and determine whether he 
will try to block its release. A deci- 
sion to stop it could lead to an ugly 
standoff involving the president, 
his top law enforcement and intel- 
ligence advisers and Democrats 
on Capitol Hill. 

Mr. Trump vocally supported 


the release of the Republicans’ 
memo last week, declassifying its 
contents on Friday over the objec- 
tions of Democrats and his own 
FB.I., which issued a rare public 
statement to warn that it had 
“grave concerns” about the 
memo’s accuracy. On Saturday, he 
claimed, incorrectly, that the 
memo “totally vindicates” him in 
the continuing investigation into 
Russia’s interference in the 2016 
election. 

The 10-page Democratic docu- 
ment is certain to be less flattering 
to his case. Democrats have said 
the memo corrects mischaracteri- 
zations by the Republicans and 
adds crucial context to actions by 
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Warrior Women Who Can Play 


An all-female drum group is changing 
tradition and challenging gender norms 
in Salvador, Brazil. PAGE A5 


Anti-Migrant Anger in Italy 
Populist forces are fanning the flames, 
as evidenced by an attack that wounded 
six African immigrants. PAGE A4 


Erasing a Legacy of Racism 


The Girl Scouts would like a bridge in 
Georgia named for their founder, not for 
a segregationist governor. PAGE A10 


NEW YORK A16-18 
Rekindling Willets Point 


The redevelopment project was de- 
clared dead in 2015, but the city now 
plans to build it, minus a mall. PAGE A16 


ARTS C1-7 
‘Hangmen’ Tells a Juicy Tale 


Focusing on a retired hangman, the 
play is Martin McDonagh at his dark 
best, Ben Brantley writes. PAGE Cl 


SPORTSTUESDAY B9-13 


The Olympics: What to Know 


A guide to the Winter Games, which 
start this week in Pyeongchang. Above, 
a traditional Korean dance. PAGE B13 


Brady’s Triumph in Defeat 
Despite the Eagles’ Super Bowl victory, 
the Patriots’ Tom Brady, 40, was the 
best player, Joe Drape writes. PAGE B9 


Saudis Move From Oil to Solar 


Riyadh plans to build a $300 million 
solar farm that would generate enough 
electricity to power 200,000 homes, an 
example Saudi leaders hope will have 
positive consequences. PAGE B1 


Digital Currency Complications 
A drop of more than 50 percent in the 
value of cryptocurrencies, like Bitcoin, 
has confirmed signs of trouble at nearly 
every level of the young industry as 
regulators struggle to keep up. PAGE B1 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A20-21 
Michelle Goldberg 
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SCIENCE TIMES D1-8 


Calculating Creatures 

Many animals can count, some better 
than you. Numerosity is embedded in 
species that need to track quantities, like 
spiders and schooling fish. PAGE D1 
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